Fou.owma Jesus on A Ure-Cuniic Jovsey

GROUP MEMBER HANDOUT—"Generosity” Week

2 Corinthians 8:1-7 (NIV): And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. *In the midst of a very
severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. *For | testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their
ability. Entirely on their own,*they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s people. °And they exceeded our expectations: They
gave themselves first of all to the Lord, and then by the will of God also to us. °So we urged Titus, just as he had earlier made a beginning, to bring also to
completion this act of grace on your part.” But since you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in the love we have kindled in
you'“—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.

Matthew 23:23 (NLT): *“What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you are careful to tithe even the tiniest income from your
herb gardens,” but you ignore the more important aspects of the law—justice, mercy, and faith. You should tithe, yes, but do not neglect the more important things.

3 Biblically Based Statements About “Giving the First Tenth”

1. Honoring God with the first tenth of all we produce is a practice God first introduced to the nation of Israel as a way to remind them that
everything comes from Him, and belongs to Him.

Deuteronomy 14:22-23 (NLT): *“You must set aside a tithe of your crops—one-tenth of all the crops you harvest each year. *Bring this tithe to the designated
place of worship—the place the LORD your God chooses for his name to be honored—and eat it there in his presence. This applies to your tithes of grain, new
wine, olive oil, and the firstborn males of your flocks and herds. Doing this will teach you always to fear the LORD your God.

2. When we give the FIRST and BEST part of our increase to God, and THEN the rest to ourselves, it teaches us through repetition to trust and
honor God with everything we receive and are entrusted with.

Proverbs 3:9 (NLT): *Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the best part of everything you produce.

3. God’s word consistently promises a return blessing when we are authentically generous, and holistically good stewards.

Luke 6:38 (NLT): *Give, and you will receive. Your gift will return to you in full—pressed down, shaken together to make room for more, running over, and
poured into your lap. The amount you give will determine the amount you get back."*"”

2 Corinthians 9:10 (NLT): "“For God is the one who provides seed for the farmer and then bread to eat. In the same way, he will provide and increase your
resources and then produce a great harvest of generosity in you.

Malachi 3:10 (NIV): “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if 1 will
not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.
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